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After seeing Mustapha Kemal there was really no reason for
remaining in Smyrna, but I had to await a means of getting
away, and for some days the only ships that came in to the
harbour were those (on an average of eleven a day) for re-
moving the panic-stricken refugees.

The officers of the destroyer co-operated with the Turkish
officials to accomplish this purpose, but the Americans were
few and the refugees were an unending mass. With more
resources a good deal could have been done to alleviate the
appalling chaos, but without that handful of Americans who
worked so indefatigably, conditions would have been un-
imaginably worse. The panic was caused because a date was
fixed by the Turkish authorities for the evacuation; anyone
remaining over that date expected massacre. Consequently,
they could not get away fast enough, and as the townspeople
were embarked, more refugees kept pouring in from the interior.
Although the first day we embarked 40,000 into eleven ships
between sunrise and sunset, the crowd that remained was just
as great as before.

I had taken the opportunity when talking with Mustapha
Kemal, to explain to him the confusion that was created by
this time limit, and of the possibility of the evacuation not being
completed within the time, and he assured me that the date
was of no consequence and would be prolonged if necessary.
This news we spread as far as possible, but it was not easy to
convince hysterical maniacs, especially as we did not speak
their language.

The horror of the first day was for me an initiation. During
the first hour I suffered acutely from my impotence to help,
and it was then that I was witness of a drama that made me
shock-proof: I was standing between an American offices and
a Turkish guard, it was a fairly quiet moment, the refugees
were waiting for the gates to be opened to admit them cm to
the embarkation pier. Next to me was a Greek who for some
reason or other had just been arrested by the Turkish guard.
I noticed that he was looking at me very intently and iumhling